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Rothschild Charitable Giving Fund: Employability Skills Project  

Information for schools 

What’s the project about?  

The Rothschild’s Charitable Giving Fund funds projects which support young people to develop employability 

skills and personal capabilities that will lead them to transition successfully into the world of work and/or higher 

education. We are delighted to receive funding which will allow us to offer four of our schools a total of nine 

alumni events and two career insight days across the next 3 years, completely free of charge.  

The project is particularly important to us because it is focused on reaching vulnerable young people within the 

school community, who the schools identify as at risk of leaving and not being in employment, education or 

training.  

Learnings from this project will be shared with Future First’s member schools nationwide, with all resources being 

made available on our digital toolkit.   

Who’s eligible to apply? 

To apply, schools must have current core membership with Future First and have a commitment to developing 

their work with alumni over the three year period of this grant. Additionally, they should meet the following 

criteria: 

 Can identify a group of 22 Year 9 students who are ‘at risk’ of being NEET (not in employment, education or 

training) when they leave school. 

 Can commit to student attendance at 3 x 2-hour in-school workshops between May 2017 and July 2017, 

and a final session at an employer work place before the end of the academic year. 

 Understand that as a 3 year programme the same students will also be able to attend 3 x 3-hour events in 

Years 10 and 11.  

 Can provide a named school contact point for this project, who will be available to attend an initiation 

meeting (expected March 2017) and be able to respond to communications about the project going 

forward.  If the named contact is not on the senior leadership team, an additional SLT contact should be 

provided. 
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 Consent to provide data in the form of written questionnaires, student results and destination information in 

order to evaluate this project.  

 Consent to the school’s name appearing in promotional press about the project. 

What will my students receive?  

Students will take part in three workshops a year for each of the three years of the project. Workshops will 

involve alumni, and be focused on building self-awareness, confidence and drive, and increasing their 

understanding of the options open to them in the future. We know that alumni can have a powerful influence 

on the aspirations and confidence of young people – with 85% of students saying that our events helped them 

to understand that “people like them” could be successful in life. We will train and support alumni to fulfil this 

role in each session. The first year will have a strong focus on developing students’ verbal communication skills, 

and will be extended to cover written communication in Years 2 and 3.  In both Year 1 and Year 3, the series of 

sessions will culminate in a mock interview, held offsite in a real workplace environment.  

How will we select the final four schools?  

Schools will initially be selected based on their ability to meet the essential criteria outlined above.  We will also 

consider the following factors: 

 The extent to which students fit the target group profile. 

 Geographical location. We are keen for schools to be located in two or more UK regions. 

 The schools’ record of alumni engagement. Whilst we desire to provide opportunities to schools who 

would most benefit from Rothschild’s support, preference will be given to schools who have allocated 

time to nurturing relationships with their alumni. 

Dates & deadlines 

Application deadline: Noon 9th March 2016. 

Final schools announced: Monday 13th March 

Initiation meetings:  w/c 13th March 2017.  

First year events (Year 9): Between May and July 2017.  Dates finalised by end of spring term 2017.  

For support questions or support with the application, please contact Emma Fay, emma@futurefirst.org.uk.  

mailto:info@futurefirst.org.uk
mailto:emma@futurefirst.org.uk

